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Sarmiento's little fleet. He made short work with it.
Faithfully carrying out the strenuous orders of the
States-General, he captured some of the ships, burned
one, and ran others aground after a very brief resistance.
Some of the soldiers and crews were picked up by
English vessels cruising in the neighbourhood and
narrowly watching the conflict. A few stragglers es-
caped by swimming, but by far the greater proportion
of the newly-arrived troops were taken prisoners, tied
together two and two, and then, at a given signal from
the admiral's ship, tossed into the sea.30

Not Peter Titelmann, nor Julian Komero, nor the
Duke of Alva himself, ever manifested greater alacrity
in wholesale murder than was shown by this admiral
of the young republic in fulfilling the savage decrees of
the States-General.81

Thus at least one-half of the legion perished. The
pursuit of the ships was continued within English
waters, when the gnns of Dover Castle opened vigor-
ously upon the recent allies of England, in order to pro-
tect her newly-found friends in their sore distress.
Doubtless in the fervour of the work the Dutch admiral *
had violated the neutral coast of England, so that the
cannonade from the castle was technically justified. It
was however a biting satire upon the proposed Protes-
tant league against Spain and universal monarchy in
behalf of the Dutch republic, that England was already
doing her best to save a Spanish legion and to sink a
Dutch fleet. The infraction of English sovereignty was
unquestionable if judged by the more scrupulous theory
of modern days, but it was well remarked by the States-
General, in answer to the remonstrances of James's
Government, that the Dutch admiral, knowing that the
pirates of Dunkirk roamed at will through English
waters in search of their prey, might have hoped for
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